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NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Pursuant to Public Law 89—497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 

“. . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
 evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be,  
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof.” 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
                   
 

 
 

 
                      
 
 
 

MULTILATERAL 

 Constitution of the World Health Organization 

Amendments to articles 24 and 25 of the Constitution 
of the World Health Organization. 

Adopted by the Fifty-First World Health Assembly  
   at Geneva May 16, 1998; 
Entered into force September 15, 2005. 



CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

Signed at New York on 22 July 1946 

AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLES 24 AND 25 

Adopted by resolution WHA5 l .23 


ofthe fifty-first World Health Assembly 


at its tenth plenary meeting on 


16May1998 


CONSTITUTION DE 


L'ORGANISATION MONDIALE 


DE LA SANTE 


Signee aNew York le 22 juillet 1946 

AMENDEMENTS AUX ARTICLES 24 ET 25 

Adoptes par la resolution WHA51.23 


de la cinquante et unieme Assembiee mondiale de la Sant6 


asa dixieme seance pl6niere 


le 16 mai 1998 


http:WHA51.23


WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 


RESOLUTION 


OF THE 


FIFTY-FIRST WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 


AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION 


OF THE WORLD HEAL1H ORGANIZATION 


(Articles 24 and 25) 


On 16 May 1998, the fifty-first World Health Assembly adopted the 

attached resolution amending Articles 24 and 25 of the Constitution of the 

World Health Organization. 

[Signed] [Signed] 

F. R Al-Mousawi, M.D. Hiroshi Nakajima, M.D., Ph.D. 

President of the Director-General ofthe 
fifty-first World Health Assembly World Health Organintion 

.·............... ... 




Amendments to Articles 24 and 25 
of the Constitution 

The Fifty-first World Health Assembly, · 

Considering thatthe membership ofthe Executive Board should be increased from 32 to 34, so 
1hat the number ofMembers in the European Region and W estem Pacific Region entided to designate 
a person to serve on the Executive Board be increased to eight and five, respectively, 

1. ADOPTS the following amendments to Articles 24 and 25 of the Constitution, the texts in the 
Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish languages being equally au1hentic: 

Article 24 - Delete and replace by 

The Board shall consist of thirty-four persons designated by as many Members. The 
Health Assembly, taking into account an equitable geographical distribution, shall elect the 
Members entitled to designate aperson to serve on the Board, provided that, ofsuch Members, 
not less than three shall be elected from each ofthe regional organizations established pursuant 
to Article 44. Each ofthese Members should appoint to the Board aperson teclmically qualified 
in the field ofhealth, who may be accompanied by alternates and advisers. 

Article 25 - Delete and replace by 

These Members shall be elected for three years and maybe re-elected, provided that ofthe 
Members elected at the first session of1he Heahh Assembly held after the coming into force of 
the amendment to this Constitution increasing the membership ofthe Board from thirty-two to 
thirty-four the term of office of the additional Members elected shall, insofar as may be 
necessmy, be ofsuch lesser duration as shall facilitate the election ofat least one Member from 
each regional organiz.ation in each year. 

2. DECIDES that two copies of this resolution shall be authenticated by the signatures of the 
President of the Fifty-first World Health Assembly and the Director..CJeneral of the World Health 
Orpni7.ation, ofwhidl one copy shall be transmitted to the Secretmy-General of the United Nations, 
depositary ofthe Constitution, and one copy retained in the archives ofthe World Health Organization; 

3. DECIDES that 1he notification ofacceptance of these amendments by Members in accordance 
with the provisions of Article 73 of the Constitution shall be effected by the deposit of a formal 
imtrument with the· Secretary-General of the United Nations, as required for acceptance of the 
Constitution by Article 79(b) ofthe Constitution. 

NOTE: Only English text ofAmendments will be printed in this publication. 



I hereby certify that the 

foregoing text i• a true copy of 

re•olution WBA51.23 adopted by the 

fifty-fir•t World Health A8•embly at 
it• tenth plenary ~ing on 

16 May 1998, a.ending article• 24 

and 25 of th• Con•titution of the 

World Health Organisation •iqned at 

Rev York on 22 July 1946, a duly 

authenticated copy of which i• 

depo•ited with the Secretary-General 

of the United Ration•. 

Por the Secretary-General, 
The Legal Coun•el 

(Under-Secretary-General 
for Legal Affair•) 

Je certifi• que le text• qui 

pr6c~ eat une copie conforme du 

texte de la resolution WHASl.23 

adoptee par la cinquant• et unie.e 

A8eemblee mondiale de la •ante l la 

dixiae e6ance plenike le 

16 mai 1998, amendant lee article• 

24 et 25 de la Conetitution de 

l'Organieation mondiale de la •ante 

eiqnee l New York le 

22 juillet 1946, re•olution dont un• 

copie dOaent authentifiee e•t 

d6pos6e aupres du Secr6taire 9'n6ral 

dee Rations Unies. 

Pour le Secr6taire g6n~al, 
Le Coneeiller juridique 

(Secr6taire general adjoint 
auz affair•• juridique•) 

United Ration•, Rew York 
19 ROV8aber 1998 

l 

Organisation de• Rations Uni•• 
Rew York, le 19 novembre 1998 
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